
WILLIAM BOYCE ERICE
No. 13566 Class of January 1943
Killed in Action, December 16, 1944, in Germany, aged 25 years

The story is soon toldi William Boyce Brice, son of Eugene
Douglas Brice and his wife, Laura J. Brice; born in Winnsboro, South
Carolina, August 14, 1919; graduated from Mt. Zion Institute, June
1936; spent two years at Erskine College; entered United States
Military Academy and graduated in January, 1943; killed in action,
'Germany, December 16, 1944.

In high school ho was most popular among both teachers and
pupils, receiving the modal for Best All Round Boy in school; at West
Point was a moraber of Pishing Club, Boxing, and Pistol Marksman,
attained the high rank of Cadet Captain, was on the Board of Governors,
First Class Club and also held the honor of "Mule Rider". His friends
among the Cadets - and thoy were legion - called him " Willie B.",
and men give nicknames only to those they love. After graduation, he
entered the Service of the United States as a Second Lieutenant,
choosing the Infantry; training at Port Banning, Georgia, ho was pro
moted to First Lieutenant and stationed at Fort Jackson, Columbia,
South Carolina, whence ho was sont overseas in October, 1944; on
December 16, 1944 in the Battle of the Bulge, ho met a soldier's
death in action.

Such is the all too brief storyi It tolls so little - is so
cold and formal. Behind the facts, to those of us who know and loved
him, is the true reality - the fresh young life, the courage that
Imew no shadow of turning, the honor that never failed, the ability
that gave promise of so much "Greater love hath no man than this, that
ho lay down his life for his friend". I v/ho write those lines knew him
"from his youth up". I was his Superintendent of Schools for eleven
years, from his first grade through High School, in a small town. I
know what I do speak. I never saw him do an ungenerous act or fail in
that courtesy and courage that marks a gentleman, a gentleman born
and a gentleman bred. William Boyce Brice came of good South Carolina
ancestry. He fought, therefore, as a matter of course. He was"truo to
the instincts of his birth, and faithful to the teachings of his
father". In " the short, sharp, agony of the Field", in a foreign
land, ho sealed his loyalty with his life.

G. P. Patton
(From: Vol. V. No. 1 , April 1946 issue of ASSEMBLY publication of
U.S. Military Academy, West Point, N. Y.)

A tomb is erected in the Associate Reformed Presbyterian
cemetery, Winnsboro, in memory of Vi/*illiam Boyce Brice, however his
body was first buried by the Germans in Germany but it was moved by
the U. S. Army to the American Military Cemetery, Ncuville En Condroz
Belgium.
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